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What i1s water culture

0 Wa t aulture" has developed as a result of humans' understanding,
use, and management of water throughout history. Human
knowledge and attitudes toward water, thoughts about water,
methods of managing water, social norms, legal frameworks, social
behaviours related to water, cultural outcomes of water
governance, changes to the water environment, etc. are all
included in the concept of water culture .

Water culture can be expressed through religion, literature
and art, institution, social behavior, and physical construction .

People always utilise, manage, and govern water from the
perspective of different cultures, that is, from the concepts,
understandings, systems, social interactions, religions, and
economic circumstances of those societies.



Structure of water culture

(1) The elements of the spiritual level of water culture include human's
knowledge, understanding, values, and worship of water, cultural identity

formed by water, and perception of water expressed through religion,
literature and art, etc.

(2) institutional level. components of water culture, including how people use
water, how it is managed, how it is governed, as well as social conventions,
cultural practices, and legal requirements.

(3) The elements of human behaviour in relation to water culture include how
humans use and treat water, as well as their general behaviour patterns.

(4) Components from the physical cultural levels entail the material
construction outcomes with cultural connotations and symbols created
during the processes of using water, treating the water environment, and
beautifying the water environment, particularly the material construction
outcomes expressed in the form of cultural heritage. Canals, for instance, as
well as wells, bridges, dams, fountains, and other water landscape features
have culturally significant symbolic value




Yellow River and Yangtze River: Cradle of
Chinese Civilization
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Yellow River® the loner on loess platea

The length of the Yellow River is
about 5,464 kilometers

It sources from Tibet Plateau,
and its midstream flows in the
Loess Plateau.

Each year it carries 1.6 billion
tons of sediment, 1.2 billion tons
of which flows into the sea. The
remaining 400 million tons
remain in the lower reaches of
the Yellow River, forming alluvial
plains conducive to planting.

The mid and downstream basin
was the politiaccentreon ancient
Chinese history.

Waterway changes and
flood




Focus on the
Yangtze River

The Yangtze River originates from
the Tanggula Mountains on the
Qinghai- Tibet Plateau in China

With a total length of 6,397
kilometers, it is second only to the
Nile and the Amazon River in length
among the world's major rivers,
ranking third in the world.

The watershed area is about 1.8
million square kilometers,
accounting for about 20% of the
country, but it has a population of
about 459 million, accounting for
about 1/3 of the country's total
population.
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Contributions of the Yangtze River to China's
Contemporary Times

Grain production

In China, the Yangtze River Basin serves as a
significant basis for grain production, producing

The population 163 million tonnes of grain, or 32.5% of the country's
The watershed area isabout 1.8 million square total grain production

kilometers, accounting for about of the

territory of China, but it has a population of

about , accounting for about of

the country's total population .A

Water supply

The Yangtze River Basin is China's most
significant water supply, contributing 35% of
the nation's total water resource of 995.8
billion cubic metres. The total water supply in
2018 was 207.16 billion cubic metres, or

of the total water supply in the nation



The Foundation of the Yangtze River Civilization: The
Water Culture
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The Yangtze River water culture is the
significant  culture created by the
inhabitants of all ethnic groups in the
Yangtze River Basin as a result of their
realization and adaptation of the water
state, their use of water resources, their
transformation of the water
environment, and the construction of
their own means of subsistence and
habitation in accordance with  the
water .




1" Water Culture Based on Rice Farming
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The largest rice -growing region in China is in the Yangtze
River Basin, where rice farming has influenced water culture.
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Archaeologists have found traces of grain husk on pottery
sherds found in Pujiang County, Zhejiang Province from
about 10,000 years ago. Evidence of rice cultivation was

also found in the Honghuatao site in Yidu and the Hemudu
site in Hangzhou, dated to 7,000 -6,000 years ago.
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Water culture in this area includes the worship of water, the

system of water management, the custom of using water,

and the construction of water conservancy and irrigation

facilities.
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2,Belief In Water In the Yangtze River
Basin
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Since ancient times, people in the Yangtze River Basin E ;
have developed a vast and unique belief system based Y .
on the water resources and aquatic environment of the
Yangtze River. The folk beliefs in the Yangtze River Basin
are not just local, but also pertain to the idea of the entire
Yangtze River. For instance, Jiangdu Temple was built in
Shu for official sacrifices during the Han Dynasty because
Jiangdu was revered as the great god of the Yangtze
River. In succeeding dynasties after that, Jiangdu was
sacrificed, and the title of king was perpetually added.
Local deities are worshipped in different regions of the
Yangtze River Basin in addition to the  recognised and
united water god of the river.
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Zigui Jiangdu Temple was built in the Northern Song
Dynasty (960-1127AD)




Water god worship
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Qu Yuan Sacrifice
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Qu Yuan, a poet and statesman of Chu State during fi\‘ i
the Warring States Period, was born iZigui, Danyang “
Chu State (now Yichang, Hubei Province) around 340
BC 278 BC. Li Sao, Nine Songs, Nine Chapters, and
Heavenly Questions are some of his besknown
compositions. In the Yangtze River Basin, He is
additionally revered as a water deity
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https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%A5%9A%E5%9B%BD/950754?fromModule=lemma_inlink
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E7%A7%AD%E5%BD%92/891961?fromModule=lemma_inlink
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%88%98%E5%9B%BD/4819?fromModule=lemma_inlink
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E7%A6%BB%E9%AA%9A/1045?fromModule=lemma_inlink
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B9%9D%E6%AD%8C/67994?fromModule=lemma_inlink
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E4%B9%9D%E7%AB%A0/4501045?fromModule=lemma_inlink
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E5%A4%A9%E9%97%AE/14813?fromModule=lemma_inlink

Dragon boat race
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3, The Water Culture of Minority Nationalities

Many ethnic minorities settled along the
Yangtze River Basin and use it as a route for
migration. No other river basin has the diversity
of ethnic minorities that live and work in the
Yangtze River Basin, creating a vibrant and rich
culture centred on ethnic groups.

Ethnic minorities are concentrated in the upper
regions of the Yangtze River Basin, where they
dwell and conduct the majority of their
activities. Over two thirds of the Yangtze River's
main stream has already been contained inside
the upper portions of its more than 4,500 km
length. It is evident that the Yangtze River's
aquatic culture places a high value on the
minority cultures. It is a distinctive aspect of
Yangtze River water culture.



u 3t oo T
8 3 vYG b

~

Tibetan Holy Water concept e ¥ &b 3
Tibetans and other residents of the upper
stream of the Yangtze River believe that rivers
and lakes are the homes of gods, and as a
result, they guard them to prevent damage

to the nearby grass and woods and pollution
of the water environment.
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& ~ Water is sacrificed to reflect values while also
~ raising awareness to the need to protect the
- aquatic ecosystem.




4 |Lake water culture
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The Jianghan Plain's middle and lower streams,
especially the numerous lakes there, have a relatively
flat terrain, creatinga  unique geographical feature in
the Yangtze River. The basin's overall size is 17093.8
km2, and there are 760 lakes with an area largerthan
1 km2. 642 lakes, totaling 1579.6 km2, are located in
their middle and lower reaches

= 7

U
L “ HaA a
a y p C

A

Since the lake's environs were the first places where
people settled in the region, a phenomena known as
lake water culture has developed, consisting of
people's spiritual beliefs about the lake, ways of
surviving and living, and social relationships that the
lake has facilitated.

Y]







LS Ea %y ESEEEE
Lugang , Huzhou , Zhejiang (ancient lakeshore land
reclamation project)
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An incredibly significant population migration in human histor,
place among people of the Han nationality during the Wester
Dynasty(265 -316 AD). Many individuals from the north mowv:
Taihu Lake Basin as a means of escaping the war.
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The secret to getting land is to figure out how to divide the lake's
wetlands and tidal flats, where water and soil are evenly
divided. Two porous retaining walls created by the

ancestors from wood and bamboo were used to create a
river. On the tidal flats of Taihu Lake, immigrants started to
employ this technology to create mud ports. New land
started to form as the water and soil were separated. For
farming and constructing settlements, a landscape of
Interconnected streams and tiny plots of land were

created.




5,Yangtze River Urban Water Culture
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The Yangtze River helped to create a number of
Chinese cities, and these cities' characteristics

are intimately tied to the Yangtze River. On the
Yangtze River's major highway, there are more
than 40 prefecture -level cities. The Yangtze River
Basin is home to 843 county -level cities, which
makes up more than 30% of all county  -level
cities in the nation.
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Wuhan ' a City Formed by Water
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Water belief Iin cities
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The Yangtze River has a direct impact on the
growth and development of cities along its
course. As a result, the Yangtze River cities
exhibit a rich water culture in terms of urban
planning, residential environments, cultural
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norms, and ways of life. : i :’"
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All of the cities in the Yangtze River Basin
practise water worship, which includes the
adoration and veneration of water deities e e |

like Dragon King and Dayu . oSN
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Water and urban environment, historical and modern landscape
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Due to the abundant water resources of the
Yangtze River, the water environment and
water scenery in the cities along the river will
be built, integrating the water with the city.

Additionally, a closer bond has developed
between urban residents and water.
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The Yangtze River's cities have extensive
and well -developed water transportation
systems, which have given rise to a whole
water economy and way of life.




Conclusion

Water culture has been the foundation of human life, it not
just supports water managementbut also the spirituality,
production,societyin the basin

Today, water culture continues to play a significant role in
society of YangtzeRiverbasin,as an essentialcomponentof
their spiritual,social and physicalife. -

Water culture is a most important factor for keeping and
solidify the understanding of the relationship friendly and
sustainabilityfor future.



