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Outline of talk

What is remunicipalization
Historical overview
Current trends

Different types

The future



What is remunicipalization?

The transfer of water services from private control back
to public control

Other terms include de-privatisation, reclaiming public
services, taking services back in public hands,
iInsourcing, social re-appropriation

Some cases are national or regional

Some are first time — i.e. municipalization



History of (re)municipalization

Most water services began as private entities

Municipalized from late 1800s-1930s
* NOTE: cholera

Scaled up in post-war era
(Re)privatized from 1980s
(Re)municipalized from 2000s



Current trends

1408 (Re]municipalisations
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" BETWEEN 2000 AND 2019, MORE THAN 2500 CITIES IN 58 COUNTRIES
BROUGHT PUBLIC SERVICES UNDER PUBLIC CONTROL ~

Source: Kishimoto et al (eds). The Future is Public: Towards Democratic Ownership of Public Services, TNI (Amsterdam)
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International Database of De-privatised Public Services
University of Glasgow - https://publicfutures.org

@ Filter Cases

Country Location Decision Year Implementation Year

Select countrylies) - Input location Select year(s) - Select year(s) -
Sector Specific Service Process of De-privatisation

Select sector(s) - Select service(s) - Select reason(s) -
Kind of De-privatisation Ownership Structure Level of Mew Service Provision

Select kind(s) - Select structure(s) - Select level(s) -
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Most Affected Services

Fowarsd by TngiChart:

Global Cases

5 Statistics

1471 Cases
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The Many Faces of Remunicipalization

Geoforum 91 (2018) 47-56

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

(GEOFORUM
Geoforum

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/geoforum

Remunicipalization: The future of water services? )
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The Many Faces of Remunicipalization

Autocratic state capitalism
Market managerialism
Social democracy
Anti-capitalism
Autonomism



The Future of Remunicipalization?

Growth?

* Disappointment/anger with privatization
* across the political spectrum

*Lots of contracts coming to an end
*‘Success’ of current remunicipalizations
e Lack of interest from private companies



The Future of Remunicipalization?

Stagnant?

* Pendulum swings in ‘pragmatic’ locations
*eg. USA

*|deological swings in politicized locations
e eg. Brazil



The Future of Remunicipalization?

Increased privatization?

*Private water companies fighting back

*Support for privatization from IFIs, UN, NGOs
* lack of support for remunicipalization

* Growth in key markets (eg. China, Middle East)
* Growth in sub-sectors (eg. desalinization)
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