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Olli Niemi, Civic University and Tampere Region

Tampere Region

Tampere 

University (of Tech.)
Business

Sciencepark

-91 14 years

Development activities

University Properties of 

Finland 2010: 9 years

NCC 2005: 5 years
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Student -73:   4 years

Researcher &

Teacher -77: 14 years

MSc 1979

Doctor 1987

Docent 1996

Part time 2009, 9 years

1,5 Mill m2 of empty industrial buildings are 

reused in Tampere City center

25 000 jobs in ICT and Mech. Eng.

eTampere, Creative Tampere

Future vision of Tampere railway station area

Future learning environments in Tampere

Co-creation, Platforms and Smart City of 

Tampere

Retired1.1.2019
What to do next?
Universitiesin 
adaptationon
climate
crisis

ÅTaxation, energy, employment of 
construction sector

Å Industrialization of building
ÅReuse of vacated industrial buildings
ÅCreative cities, importance of HEI
ÅCreative buildings
ÅNew business creation, 250 start ups 

and their internationalization
ÅL/¢Σ ƎŀƳƛƴƎΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ŘƛƎƛǘΦ ƳŜŘƛŀΧ 

2=>16 000 workplaces
Å!ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ aнaΧ мрҐҔнс twp
ÅBusiness park & workplace dev.
ÅSustainability, Green NCC
ÅCustomer experience
ÅFuture learning environments
ÅTesting ideas, demos & pilots
ÅCo-creation of campuses
ÅPlatform thinking, Digitalization
ÅThe role of universities in the fight 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΩ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ 



Civic University

Some examples, challengesand multidisciplinary projects and programs in 
which Tampere Universities and other research and educational institutes and 
their passionateemployees, students and partners have had a key role when 
saving the city of Tampere from different kind of crisis

ÅHow to reuse of empty, vacated industrial buildings in the city center of 
Tampere, 1986-1990-нлнлΩǎ

ÅHow to renew declining businesses to growth in 1995-2005-нлнлΩǎΣ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ 
selling local companies to global market leaders

ÅHow to create totally new business clusters and business models 1995-
2005-нлнлΩǎ

ÅHow to renew learning environments of our universities and schools 2010-
2018-нлнлΩǎ
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A Regional Powerhouse



Tampere -
The Most Important Industrial City in Finland

Manchester of Finland

At the highest

40 % of industrial workers 

in Finland worked in Tampere
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Gustav III established Tampere 240 Years Ago between Two Lakes

© Tampereen kaupunkimittausyksikkö 2001 

Näsijärvi

Pyhäjärvi

18 metersdifference: 
Tammerkoski Rapids
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Textile and Leather Industry went to crisis in 1970ôs
The Employment of Textile and Leather Industry in 1970-1996 
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Employees in the biggest 

industrial companies in Tampere 1964-1997
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The biggest industrial companies went into crisis 
in 1980ôs
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The new potential is in knowledge creation, 
research and education.  In 1990ôs we had
- Two Universities, two UAS => Tampere University
- vocational schools, adult education centres

(40 000 students, 6000 teachers and researchers)

Finlayson 1837
Media Tampere Ltd 1998

Finn -Medi
Finn -Medi Research Ltd 1995

Hermia 1986
Tampere Hermia Science Park

Professia Ltd. 2000

TUT 1965

UTa 1960

TaU/Medical School 1970

Tampere University Hospital

TAMK, Polytechnic University

TPu
Media and Arts

VTT 1974

�:�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���³�Q�H�Z���S�R�Z�H�U���S�O�D�Q�W�V�´
Science Parks next
to universities
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